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1. The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. Members present were Leonard Clark, chairman; 
Donald Passardi, vice chairman; Roger Ingraham, and Beth Magura, recording secretary. Becky 

Kraussmann was unable to attend due to ramifications of a fire that damaged her home. A quorum was 
established. 

2. Review of the minutes of the October 28, 2019, regular SHAC meeting 
Donald Passardi made a motion to approve the minutes from the 10/28/2019 meeting; this motion was 
seconded by Roger Ingraham. The motion was unanimously passed by the group. 

3. Discussion of the current status of the State Historic Preservation Office's Historic Restoration Fund. 
In May 2019, at the time of the State Historic Preservation Conference, Commissioner Beth Magura 
learned that the Historic Homes Rehabilitation Tax Credit program and the Historic Restoration Fund 
grant program had been suspended by the CT Dept. of Economic and Community Development. 

On Nov. 14,2019, Ms. Magura received an email notification that the Historic Restoration Fund (HRF) 
grant program is again in operation . The internet link to the HRF application and guidelines is as follows: 

https:l!portal.ct.gov/DECD/Content/Historic-Preservation!02 Review Funding Opportunities!Grant 
app 0 rtu n ities/H isto ri c-Restoration -F u nd-G ra n ts 

SHAC members agreed to do independent reading on the HRF grant before the Jan. 27, 2020, meeting. 

4. Discussion of SHAC having a presence on the committee that is forming to discuss usage of the u.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency's $300,000 brownfield grant received by the Town of Stafford. 

SHAC members briefly discussed the need to mention to Amber Wakley, the Town's marketing and 
grants specialist, that SHAC is willing to participate in collaborative discussions about use of the grant 
monies. During the past 2 years, SHAC had deliberated at length about the fate ofthe Witt School, the 
remediation of which could be considered during discussions about the use of this brownfield grant. 

5. Discussion of whether some of the brownfield grant money could be used to remediate the Witt 

School. 

See Item 4 above. 


6. Discussion of the overdue written report from Old Structures Engineering LLC about the condition 

of the Christopher Allen Bridge on Spring Street and whether the status of the Allen Bridge should be 

discussed with Devin Cowperthwaite, the newly appointed Director of Public Works. (Mr. 

Cowperthwaite began his new position in November 2019.) 


On Nov. 20, 2019, Chairman Leonard Clark again emailed Marie Ennis, a partner of Old Structures 
Engineering LLC, in order to prompt a written analysis of the Allen Bridge from her. She had replied that 
she was aware that Stafford's former director of Public Works, Rick Zulick, had resigned . Since she 
requested the new director's contact information, Mr. Clark said he would obtain this info and provide it 
to her. 

1 


https:l!portal.ct.gov/DECD/Content/Historic-Preservation!02


At SHAC's previous meeting, held on Oct. 28, 2019, Ms. Magura had presented a three-ring binder 
containing all of the Allen Bridge-related materials produced by SHAC during the past year. Hyde Park 
Commissioner Rick Hartenstein, who is also a Town Selectman, took the notebook to review it himself, 
and he said he would pass it along to Mr. Cowperthwaite. 

SHAC has not yet inquired with Mr. Cowperthwaite about whether he has reviewed SHAC's material on 
the deteriorating condition of the Allen Bridge and the Hyde Park entranceway. 

7. Discussion of whether SHAC should recommend to the Trustees of the Annette Hyde Colton Fund 
that a 5-year plan be developed for undertaking repairs of Memorial Hall in Stafford Hollow. 

Fearing that continuity of purpose will fade without a plan of action to follow, Commissioner Donald 
Passardi made a motion that SHAC develop a tentative 5-year plan of repairs considered necessary for 
stabilizing Memorial Hall. Roger Ingraham seconded the motion. The motion unanimously passed. At 
the Jan. 27, 2020, meeting of SHAC, a 5-year plan of repairs will be drafted. 

On Oct. 10,2019, SHAC sent to the Annette Hyde Colton Fund Trustees a cover memo that accompanied 
the initial John Canning & Co. site condition report. High priority items were itemized as follows: 
(a) keep water out of the building; 
(b) plan on installing new roofing shingles in the near term; 
(c) confirm the integrity ofthe foundation; 
(d) prohibit any adaptation ofthe steel tension rods which are intended only for structural stabilization 
of the east and west walls; 
(e) further study the environmental conditioning needs of the building; 
(f) analyze the existing building materials for any hazardous materials; 
(g) prohibit any washing of, alteration of, or repair of the decorated plaster wall by anyone who is not a 
preservation specialist in that field. 

Also included in the Oct . 10, 2019, cover memo was the following recommended sequence of repair 
work: 
a. Keep water out ofthe cellar and cover the dirt floor with a vapor barrier. 
b. Replace the roof before painting the exterior, since doing so would prevent any unintended damage 
to a newly repainted structure. This is especially important because of the cost of painting. 
c. Prepare the surface and paint the exterior using safe methods that are appropriate for a building in a 
National Register Historic District, as recommended by John Canning & Co. 
d. Simultaneously consider insulation of the attic and "environmental conditioning" of the entire 
building, because one may affect the other. 

At the Oct. 28 SHAC meeting, Mr. Hartenstein had mentioned that fellow Annette Hyde Colton Fund 
trustee, Bruce Davis, expressed the opinion that exterior repainting could precede reroofing if 
protective methods are employed. (Improving the outward appearance of Memorial Hall may 
encourage citizens to make use ofthe Hall. Ms. Magura reported that the VFW has an offer to rent the 
Hall for a wedding reception in June 2020.) 

Adding ceiling fans. Regarding environmental conditioning, Mr. Hartenstein also mentioned that he and 
Mr. Davis had discussed suspending two fans from the ceiling of Memorial Hall, which will also involve 
upgrading electrical wiring. Commissioner Becky Kraussmann subsequently emailed to SHAC members a 
photo ofthe ceiling ofthe Methodist Church, where electric ceiling fans had been installed at some 
time in the past. (See photo in Appendix 1, which is attached at the end of this set of meeting 
minutes.) 

8. Public comment. No members ofthe public were present at this meeting. 

9. Old business. There was no old business. 
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10. New business. There was no new business. 

11. Adjournment. Mr. Passardi made a motion to adjourn, and Mr. Ingraham seconded the motion, 
which was unanimously passed by the group. The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

ctfull submitted, 

thM12)/;~i~ 
Recording Secret{ ry 
Stafford Historical Advisory Commission 

Appendix 1. Electric Ceiling Fans in the Historic Methodist Church 

l' An example of retrofitting a historic interior with electric ceiling fans to help with environmental 
conditioning. (Photo courtesy of Becky Kraussmann, Stafford Historica/Society) 
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